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not the least intention of deserting them in any way, for I value
my honour far more than anything I could hold in the Govern-
ment. ..." He hoped, however, that the Convention would meet
and that they would all enter it without any reservation.
" Heaven knows," he concluded, " that there is no man in the
House more than myself who would be glad to see the question
of Ireland settled."
Thus in the midst of war, under pressure of a foreign Govern-
ment and under threat of rebellion, the government of Ireland
was again to be considered anew and put at the mercy of debate
between embittered opposites. It was a calamity which, at least,
could not be put at Carson's door.